OLD STAKE

In 1901 a vineyard was planted
in Kelseyville, Lake County,
California

More than a century old,
Brief history of an ancient locationhistoric
vines such as these
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are known to have roots
that are over 16 feet deep.

In 1901, when the Old Stake Vineyard was first planted on the Kelsey Bench, the wine
industry in Lake County was thriving. The early American pioneers, drawn to California
by the gold rush, or to “stake” a claim and farm, brought with them a diverse selection of
their favorite grape varieties. By 1900 there were well over 2,000 acres under vine.

1890s: Lake County blooms, mineral water & wine ventures thrive
LILLIE LANGTRY

In 1888 the English
actress bought a
23,000 acre ranch.
She planted many
french grape varieties
and built a winery.
She imported a
french winemaker
and declared their
wine “The best
Claret in America.”
TOURISM EXPLODES

What else was happening in 1901 ?
The Old Stake Vineyard
vines are true survivors.
Here is a snapshot of
the times in which they
were first planted.

Lake County was a great
tourist destination by
1901, people came from
all over the world to drink
or bathe in the famous
mineral waters that the
county’s unique geology
provided. Several resorts
could accomodate many
1,000’s of guests.

Theodore Roosevelt
Becomes US President,
after the assassination
of Mc Kinley. He is a
driving force in building
the Panama Canal.
THE HERITAGE OF 19TH CENTURY SETTLERS

Buried in the pioneer cemetery within sight of
the Old Stake 1901 Vineyard, is Charles A. Piner
the great-great-great-grandfather of Adam
Forni, a co-owner of Dancing Crow Vineyards.
Charles set out from Missouri in the spring
of 1850 with his wife Sarah and infant son,
George. Six months later they arrived in what
is now Lake County, joining the region’s earliest
settlers of european origin. He bought his 160acre ranch with a yoke of oxen and $400 in
cash.The family farmed, raised stock, started a
general store, and planted some of the first pear
orchards near Kelseyville. Pears were a good
choice−Lake County later became known
as the “Pear Capital of the World.” He died in
1904 aged 77.

1920s: After Prohibition vineyards are converted to pear orchards

Queen Victoria dies
British monarch for 82
years. Beloved husband
Albert died in 1861, the
same year Lake County
separated from Napa.

George W. Piner Jr.
George W. Piner Jr. was born
to Charles and Sarah Piner
in 1876. In 1901 George was
offering violin, mandolin
and voice lessons in
Kelseyville. His music
career took him to Europe
where he became known
as “The Great Pinero,” an
acclaimed tenor and rival
to the great Caruso.

Guglielmo Marconi
Sends the first radio
signal from UK to USA.

Margaret Mead
US Anthropologist is born.
An outspoken womens’
rights activist, and
environmentalist.

Electrical Age begins
A house in Kelseyville
is the first “all electric”
house in the county.

Robert Louis Stevenson

2018: Dancing Crow is the new steward of these historic vines
Dancing Crow Vineyards is excited to have acquired this very special vineyard, which is
listed with the Historic Vineyard Society. This wonderful collection of rare vines is a
reflection of the diversity those early winemakers; who were Prussian, Swiss, German,
Italian etc. The wines made from these exotic collections were referred to as “Field Blends.”
We are delighted to have the opportunity to continue this unique tradition.
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Lake County’s volcanic topography, ancient lake, diverse
soils, and mountain climate, all combine to produce ideal
viticultural conditions. The vineyard’s elevation (1,475 ft.)
and proximity to the lake and mountains are significant.
Summer daytime temperatures over 90° F often drop to 50° F
at night. This sizable diurnal temperature change is a key to
producing quality grapes and preserving natural fruit acidity
in the wine. Cooling late afternoon breezes from the nearby
Mayacamas Mountains also moderate daytime heat. Crystal
clear air and increased UV light are further benefits of
elevation. The vineyard is in the Kelsey Bench AVA where the
soils are mildly rocky, free draining and stained red by ironrich volcanic deposits. This lean soil restricts vigor, which
concentrates flavor and adds complexity to the grapes.

In 1880 renowned Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson
visited Northern California wine country with his new wife
and witnessed the region’s early viticultural efforts.

“…new lands, already weary of producing gold, begin to
green with vineyards. The beginning of vine planting is
like the beginning of mining for precious metals: the wine
grower also “prospects.” One corner of the land after
another is tried with one kind of grape after another.”
Just a few years later the Old Stake 1901 Vineyard was
being planted and one wonders whether the diversity
of grape varieties is attributable, in part, to this spirit of
exploration that persists to this day among Lake County’s
grape growers and winemakers.

LAKE COUNTY

Our Old Stake 1901 Vineyard: a rare Field Blend wine is reborn
Our Old Stake 1901 Vineyard tells a story rooted in over a century of Lake County viticultural
history. Freestanding head-pruned vines were a feature of early California vineyards, each
one typically supported by a wooden stake that was split from abundant local redwood or
cedar. These original “old stakes” have mostly disappeared over the years, but the vines
continue to thrive. A stake can also refer to an investment in a special opportunity, which we
feel the Old Stake vineyard certainly embodies. We look forward to sharing with you this
exclusive wine that was created from a unique Field Blend of rare and historic grape varieties.

The image of the two crows on our label comes from the same
period as the planting of the Old Stake Vineyard. Label designer
Chuck House discovered it in a catalog printed in the late
1800’s in Paris by the French illustration and type company,
Fonderie Deberney & Cie.

‘

The fruit from the Old Stake Vineyard tastes
rhapsodic! The Cinsault tastes like Christmas cake,
the Zinfandel sings with raspberry and strawberry
chords! the Alicante emits anise and blackberry,
the Touriga wafts floral tones overhead.
Oh yes, the symphony has truly begun!

Winemakers David & Katharine DeSante

‘

KELSEY BENCH AVA
ESTABLISHED: 2013
TOTAL IN AVA: 11,000 acres
VINEYARDS: 1,000 plus acres
ELEVATION: 1,400 to 1,600 feet
DEGREE-DAY: Region III
RAINFALL: 19-39 inches
SOILS: Volcanic and Alluvial
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TO ORDER WINE

CONTACT INFORMATION

Wine can be ordered from
the web site:

GENERAL SALES ENQUIRES

US NATIONAL SALES DIRECTOR

US & CANADIAN SALES

US & EUROPEAN SALES

Tony Cartlidge

Bob Babbe

Adam Forni

Stefan Cartlidge

dancingcrow.com

tony@dancingcrow.com

bob@dancingcrow.com

adam@dancingcrow.com

stefan@dancingcrow.com

(707) 287-4495

(707) 337-9612

(707) 738-5228

(707) 294-8374

A remarkable Lake County story of survival and revival − still bearing extraordinary fruit...

This historic vineyard is not only notable for its longevity,
surviving Prohibition and its ability to produce grapes to
this day, but also for the unusual number of different
grape varieties represented – sixteen identified to date –
ten of which are pictured here.

Cinsault

Zinfandel
Grenache

Cabernet
Sauvignon
Guglielmo Marconi

Roussanne
Sends the first radio
signal from UK to USA.

Our Old Stake 1901 Field Blend adds new meaning to the
word vintage, combining age with diversity to produce a
truly exceptional wine and a rare taste of the past.

An exceptional wine born of history, terrior,
and skilled artisinal winemaking

Touriga Naçional

Alicante
Bouschet

Electrical Age begins
A house in Kelseyville
is the first “all electric”
house in the county.
Perlette

Syrah
Muscat
of Alexandria

‘

“Old Stake−the vineyard is the blend”

Just as they did well over a century
ago, we hand-harvest more than
ten different varieties from these
original head-pruned vines. The
grapes are then fermented together
to create a completely unique
“field blend.” Each year produces
a wine that could only come from
Dancing Crow’s Old Stake
1901 Vineyard.

‘

The Old Stake 1901 Vineyard was first planted at the
turn of the last century in Lake County, an area already
well known for its wines. Now the region lies within
California’s North Coast American Viticultural Area (AVA),
which also includes the premium winegrowing regions
of Napa, Sonoma and Mendocino.

SUSTAINABLE VITICULTURE

The advantages of Lake
County’s unique topography
and mountain climate help
reduce pest and disease
pressure, enabling softer,
more environmentally sound,
farming practices.The Old
Stake 1901 Vineyard is
certified sustainable by
the California Sustainable
Winegrowing Alliance.

