Dancing Crow Vineyards
2019 Rosé – Lake County
The Growing Season
Dancing Crow’s winemaker David DeSante refers to 2019 as the “model citizen” vintage in Lake
County: not too wet, too cold, or too hot, neither too early nor too late and, thankfully, with no
summer or fall wildfires. Perhaps the only distinguishing feature was a wetter than average winter
and consistent rains that continued into early spring - fortunately not affecting the bloom and
pollination, but providing ample groundwater for the growing season after several dry years.
The Land
Our 2019 Rosé comes from 25-to-30-year-old Syrah vines on the Smith Lane Vineyard, whose name
alone tells you how long the Smiths, who own the property, have lived and farmed here. Looking for
a vineyard planted to Rhone red grape varieties suitable for a Rosé, Smith Lane was the perfect find.
The vineyard is located at 1,300 feet on the lower portion of the Kelsey Bench AVA and sits on dark
clay-loam soils where abundant willows and a nearby pear orchard indicate the riparian nature of
the environment.
Winemaking
Just as the vineyard was chosen for its unique potential, our 2019 wine
was grown and harvested specifically to be a Rosé. By contrast, many
Rosés are actually a by-product of red wine production, a solution to an
unripe or overripe vintage. The grapes were hand picked on September
9th and 10th at just over 21° Brix. We sent 50% of the grapes to the
classic “white pressing program” and the other 50% to a "Champagne
pressing" program. The former gave us more flavor and color, while the
latter gave us a wine that had intriguing aromas and more elegant texture.
Combining the two optimizes the qualities of the fruit and creates a fresh,
subtle and complex wine in the Provençal style.
Winemaker’s Tasting Impressions - David DeSante
“Pale peach color hints at a dry yet aromatically fulfilling wine. Aromas of Alpine strawberry, fresh
plum and honeydew melon are accented by an exotic note of cardamom. On the palate, fresh yellow
plum and strawberry fruits are enlivened by brisk mineral and savory flavors of fresh thyme. The
finish offers a refreshing dry mineral sensation that is lifted by hints of garden herbs. This is an
enthralling wine of great complexity that is refreshing and fun to drink. With just a whisper of
color, but loads of flavor and complexity, I couldn’t think of a better wine to call rosé.”
Varietal: 90% Syrah – 10% Sauvignon Blanc
Soil: Clay Loam
Elevation: 1300 ft.
pH: 3.55

AVA: Kelsey Bench, Lake County
Aging: 4 months stainless steel
Alcohol: 12.5%
Acidity: 0.63g/100ml
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