Dancing Crow Vineyards
Old Stake 1901 Vineyard – 2019 Field Blend
This wine consists entirely of fruit from our recently acquired Old Stake 1901 Vineyard in Lake County’s Kelsey Bench
AVA. It is a “Field Blend” of several unique Old World varieties, with some of the vines planted 120 years ago and still
producing fruit. The vineyard is registered with the Historical Vineyard Society.
The Growing Season
The 2019 Lake County growing season was dynamic, starting with a significant amount
of winter rain that replenished local wells and reservoirs. Rains continued into
February, with conditions being cool and wet into spring delaying budbreak and bloom
by about a week. These cool temperatures followed throughout late spring allowing the
grapes to mature gradually at lower sugar levels. Consistently warm midsummer
temperatures encouraged steady ripening, culminating in excellent vine growth with
nicely sized clusters. August saw a rise in temperatures that pushed harvest dates back
near their usual timeframes. We began picking about a week later than normal – after
waiting for the perfect sugar levels to develop to allow the fruit to display its beautiful
full flavors, fresh acidity and superb balance.
Winemaking
The vineyard and the wine are a treasure trove of
pre-Prohibition grape varieties with an emphasis
on Zinfandel, Cinsault and Alicante Bouschet. The
blend is accented by plantings of Touriga Naçional, Syrah, Primitivo, Cabernet
Sauvignon, Counoise, and a host of other interesting grape varieties, to date we
have identified 24, with many rarely found in California’s north coast. The grapes
were harvested together and co-fermented in the style of traditional field blends
then aged for 8 months in French oak. To finish the wine, we bottled unfiltered
and unfined to retain the alluring freshness of this aromatically compelling and
distinctively flavorful offering.
The Land
Lake County’s Kelsey Bench AVA was originally a pyroclastic flow, and is a transition between the volcanic Mayacamas
Mountains to the west and the alluvial flood plain of Clear Lake to the east. The soils in the vineyard reflect this
transition, offering mildly rocky, red volcanic elements mixed with alluvial loams. The vineyard sits at 1,450 ft. and
this elevation, along with the cooling effects of the lake and the nearby mountains, create 50°F diurnal temperature
swings, producing wine of excellent acidity, improved tannin structure and darker, more complex fruit characteristics.
Tasting Impressions from the Winemakers - David and Katherine DeSante
Smells like Peter Mayle’s description of walking through France. Dried herb and piney resinous aromas tickle the
nostrils in a manner that is best described as “garrigue-like.” As the wine splashes on the palate, mysterious and
inviting impressions of sun-baked fruits begin to shine alongside robust, slightly tart, huckleberry and Mission fig
flavors. The finish exposes notes of mocha and oak that peek through the latticework of fruit, while giving hints of
toast and a subtle sweetness. This wine is ready to drink now but also has excellent prospects for the cellar.
Varietals:
65% Zinfandel, 10% Cinsault
8% Alicante Bouschet, 6% Syrah,
5% Touriga Naçional, 2% Primitivo
2% Cabernet Sauvignon, 2% other

Appellation: Lake County, Kelsey Bench AVA
Elevation: 1475 ft.
Soils: Volcanic/Alluvial
Aging: 8 months French Oak
Alcohol: 14.5%
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